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Introduction  

Utilities and the natural environment are the infrastructure 
building blocks of any community. The vision and goals of this 
Plan call for making the West Broad Street POA environmentally 
sustainable, pedestrian friendly, and an all-around great place. 
Achieving these ends depends on having the right infrastructure 
to build upon. This means updates to the Cityôs ñgrey 
infrastructureò ï traditional utilities lines, and the Cityôs ñgreen 
infrastructureò ï the environment. 

This chapter explores the existing conditions of utilities and 
environment in this POA and identifies strategies for achieving 
the vision and goals of this Plan. 

Overhead Utilities  

Overhead utilities in the West Broad Street consist of electric, 
telecommunications, Cable TV, and Fiber Optic wires strung 
along 34 foot high utility poles.  Some utility poles hold other 
equipment such as transformers, traffic signs, street lights, and 
stop lights.   

Overhead utility poles are aesthetically unpleasing, interfere with 
the growth of mature street trees and in many cases inhibit 
pedestrian access. In some cases, pedestrian access is so 
limited that it does not meet the minimum standards specified by 
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). Undergrounding 
overhead utility lines frees up space for other uses ï like street 
trees and pedestrian access ï and improves the look of the area. 
Many of the recent redevelopment projects in the area have 
undergrounded utility lines along their property. However, many 
utility lines in the area remain above ground. 

A general cost range for undergrounding overhead utility lines in 
the Washington, D.C. region is between $8 million to $13 million 
per mile.  The exact costs will vary depending on specific 
circumstances and approach.  Using this general cost metric, the 
total cost to underground all the overhead utilities related to the  

Above: Overhead utility lines along Park 

Avenue inhibit pedestrians and ADA access. 

 

Above: Overhead utility lines along side 

streets between West Broad Street and Park 
Avenue inhibit pedestrians and ADA access. 
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West Broad Street POA would be between $19.2 million and 
$31.2 million. Combining utility undergrounding with other Public 
Works projects, such as stormwater improvements or sidewalk 
rehabilitation, can help to reduce the total cost by limiting the 
need to make subsequent pavement cuts and by using available 
labor and equipment. 

Strategy: Work with developers to underground overhead utility 
lines as part of redevelopment. In cases where a development 
project is too small to effectively underground utilities in the 
vicinity of the project, consider working with the developer to 
contribute to an utility undergrounding fund. 

Strategy: For sites that are unlikely to redevelop soon or for 
projects that are too small to effectively underground, invest 
public funds to underground remaining above ground utility lines. 

Strategy: Incorporate utility undergrounding into public projects 
in the POA.  

Above: Overhead utilities along West Broad Street inhibit pedestrians and ADA access, as 

well as block views of buildings and conflict with street trees. 
 
Below: The stop lights at the West Broad Street/Spring Street (Left) and Park Avenue/Little 

Falls (Right) intersections will need to be replaced as part of the undergrounding process. 
 

 

 
Below: The Spectrum (Left) and The Byron (Right) undergrounded overhead 

utilities along West Broad Street when constructed.  It allows more space for 
pedestrians, streetscape elements, and trees. 
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